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President’s Message 

First, thank you to those who have sent me their comments regarding the motor 
home issue.  I can‟t receive too many so please keep them coming to me all the way 
to January 8

th
 when we arrive in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.   

Next, I‟d like to explain the process that will be followed for the motor home issue.  
Last summer in Du Quoin, the IBT (International Board of Trustees, on which I, your 
region president, sits) voted to send the original motion to the delegates next summer 
(2012) in Sedalia, MO.   

Our club has a 1) Constitution, which defines how our club is organized, i.e. member 
qualifications, officers, meetings, voting, and 2) Bylaws/Policies gives the details on 
how our club functions.  The only way our Constitution can be changed is by our rep-
resentative body which is our delegates (a representative from each unit within 
WBCCI) who meet each summer at the International Rally.  The IBT can make 
changes only to the Bylaws/Policies. 

The motor home issue is asking for a change to the Constitution Article VI, Section 2 
which defines “a regular member” and states that a member can retain their member-
ship when they sell their Airstream if they do not own another RV (such as when 
members retire from traveling but want to stay in the Club).   

Last July the IBT created a motion that, if passed by the delegates, would allow that 
Thor motor home owners could become WBCCI members by adding another para-
graph in Section 2 stating: “Regular members who are Life Time Members may, upon 
request, retain their membership as Regular Members if they replace their Airstream 
manufactured recreational vehicle with a Class A motor home manufactured by a 
division of Thor Industries, Inc., the parent company of Airstream, Inc.” 

The rationale to this motion was: “We are losing members as their Airstream motor 
homes age and become no longer road worthy.  Not being able to purchase a quali-
fied motor home they may choose to purchase another brand and drop their member-
ship.  If they are Life Members it would be a commitment to WBCCI.” 

Now an amendment to this motion will come for vote at our IBT meeting in Hatties-
burg which states:  “Any regular members may, upon request, retain their member-
ship as Regular Members if they replace their Airstream manufactured recreational 
vehicle with a Class A motor home manufactured by a division of Thor Industries, Inc. 
the parent company of Airstream, Inc.   Also any person who owns such a Class A 
motor home may apply for membership in WBCCI. 

Rationale to this amendment is: “We are losing members as their Airstream Motor 
homes age and become no longer road worthy.  Not being able to purchase a quali-
fied motor home they may choose to purchase another brand and drop their member-
ship. Also we could get new members if they own a qualified Class A motor home.” 

Continued on Pg 2” 



Region 12 needs the following: 

 Treasurer 

Membership Chairperson 

Constitution & Bylaws Chairperson 

If you are interested in any of the   
 above positions, please contact  

Judy Bechthold. 

INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES (IBT) MID-WINTER MEETING 

The upcoming mid-winter IBT meeting will be in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. This meeting will be streamed 
and you are invited to go to http://WBCCI.primcast.com/WBCCI to listen to the discussion and actions 
taken by your officers. The seminar is Tuesday January 10th, 2012 and the IBT meeting is Friday 
January 13th, 2012. This is your club, stay informed, be involved. A complete report on the Mid-Winter 
IBT will be included in the next Region newsletter. 

Also be sure to mark your calendars when the following mid-winter IBT meeting comes to Region 12.  It 
will be held at the Colorado River Fairgrounds in Blythe, CA immediately preceding the Hobo Rally.  The 
dates for the IBT will be 1/23/13 – 1/28/13 and the Hobo Rally will be 1/28/13 – 2/3/13.  If you‟ve never 
had the chance to drive the distance to a mid-winter IBT meeting, be sure to make it in 2013.  Our own 
Region 12 Don Clark will be the WBCCI International President.   

 

PRESIDENT‟S MESSAGE CONTINUED 

I‟ve been receiving messages from our Region 12 members, and members from across the country, for 
both sides of this issue with the large majority leaning towards remaining Airstream only.  As of now, I 
will vote down the amendment because all Thor motor homes will be allowed membership to WBCCI if 
this passes.  I understand there is a club for Thor motor home owners and no other brands are allowed, 
even Airstreams.  I don‟t believe that going after other brands is our solution to membership…
recruitment of Airstream owners is. 

I‟d still like to hear from each of you on both sides of the issue, even if you have replied before.  Re-
member that we have a great Club and whatever happens with this issue will not change that.  So grab 
a Christmas cookie with a cup of hot cider, sit down at your computer and send me an email.    

I hope each of you had a fantastic, healthy holiday season with many friends and family to share it all.  
Looking forward to seeing many of you at the  Hobo Rally or at a rally somewhere down the road. 

 

Judy 

   Happy new Year! 



DENVER MOTION DEADLINE APPROACHES 

 

May 20, 2012, is the deadline for submitting your unit‟s vote for the Denver Motion.    As of Octo-
ber 6

th
, headquarters received a total of 22 votes…15 for and 5 against.  My thanks to Region 12 

units who voted by that date, Northern California and South Coast California.  If your unit has sub-
mitted since then, I also thank you.  There is still plenty of time for the rest of our units. 

REGION 12 EVENTS 

Locations and Dates 

Hobo Rally 2012, 2/6/2012-2/12/2012, Colorado River Fairgrounds, Blythe, CA 

Region 12 Rally 2012, 10/17/2012-10/22/2012, Bakersfield RV Resort, Bakersfield, 

CA 

Rose Parade Rally, 12/28/2012-1/1/2013, Pasadena, CA 

Mid-Winter IBT 2013, 1/23/2013-1/28/2013, Colorado River Fairgrounds, Blythe, CA  

Hobo Rally 2013, 1/28/2013-2/3/2013, Colorado River Fairgrounds, Blythe, CA 

Region 12 Rally 2013, 10/10/13-10/15/13, Lodi Grape Festival, Lodi, CA 



 

Superior Merit Awards for 2010 

     Golden West Unit 

     Long Beach Unit 

     Nevada Unit 

     Northern California Unit 

     San Diego Unit 

     Santa Clara Unit 

 

    Merit Awards for 2010 

     El Camino Real Unit 

     San Fernando Valley Unit 

Some helpful suggestions  
  Always put the rally site street address on your rally schedule so people can use their 

GPS to help locate the rally site. 

   For those who do not have GPS or the access to the internet it might be helpful to put 
directions to the rally on the information sheet for the rally 

 Safety Issue - Do not talk to friends while they are hooking up.  Most folks have a 
certain routine while hooking up and a distraction such as conversation with a 

friend might cause them to forget something important! 





Region 12 Rally 2011 

The Region 12 Rally was held October 13–17, and was hosted by Santa Clara Unit under 
the capable leadership of Bob and Cecelia Stansbury, Region 12 2

nd
 Vice President and 

Region 12 Secretary.  The Rally ran smoothly because of their very detailed organization  
The weather cooperated and was unbelievably great.   

The location was Jackson Rancheria RV Park in Jackson, CA, in the historic foothills of 
the majestic California Sierra Mountains.  The RV Park is owned and maintained by the 
Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwuk Indians.  On the property are also a first class casino, 
hotel, fire department, general store and gas station.  Meals were served at the RV park 
club house and evening entertainment was in the ballroom of the hotel.  Shuttles ran often 
from the RV park to the Casino/Hotel about a mile away.  There was also parking for 
those who chose to drive. 

As is common at WBCCI rallies, we were well fed.  We were served dinner by the Long 
Beach Unit on the first date of the rally and another dinner on Saturday that was cooked 
and served by the Santa Clara Unit.   The Northern California Unit provided us with a 
pancake breakfast.  The Region 12 officers cooked and served another breakfast to the 
members.  The Rancheria treated us to a hot dog lunch.  Lots of Yummy food! 

Many seminars were provided and were well attended.  One seminar was the Gadget Gal 
Quilting Demonstration led by nationally known quilter Anelie Belden, author of 
„Thoroughly Modern Dresden‟.  Following Anelie was Jackson‟s “Biggest Little Kitchen 
Store” Demonstration which prompted many of our members to visit their store and carry 
home all sorts of treasures.  Eric McHenry, Santa Clara Unit member, gave two very 
informative seminars, Technology on the Road, about how to stay connected while 
traveling with information about using Wi-Fi, 3G/4G cellular services, smart phones, I-
Pads, lap tops, net books and all other devices.  You can check out his information on 
https://picasaweb.google.com/108641841491326990965/
TechnologyOnTheRoadPresentation# .  A Trailer Maintenance Seminar/Round Table 
Discussion was led by Jack Hampel, also with the Santa Clara Unit. 

The rally entertainment was top notch and all the entertainers were from Amador County.  
The first night of the rally we were treated to an animated movie, which had a flamingo as 
a main character, and popcorn.  On Friday night we enjoyed the antics of Todd Paul, a 
Las Vegas comedian and magician.  The Speak Eazy Jazz Orchestra from Amador 
County was enjoyed by all on Saturday and Sunday we were treated to the musical trio of 
Over the Edge.  Our hosts gathered many door prizes for us and we were all anxious 
hoping to hear our name called next. 

Tours included the Black Chasm mine, Amador Flower farm, Shenandoah Valley Wineries 
and downtown Jackson.  A shotgun shoot was held in Buena Vista.  Mace Meadows was 
the location of a golf tournament. 

Folks also stayed in the club house and participated in games such as Joker, Rummikub, 
Cribbage and Mexican Train for awards and others played informal games.  Connie 
Squires, Santa Clara Unit, led an Arts and Crafts activity.  Ernie and Dot Farinha led the 
Swap „N Sell which is always a crowd pleaser.   Continued on pg 7 

https://picasaweb.google.com/108641841491326990965/TechnologyOnTheRoadPresentation#
https://picasaweb.google.com/108641841491326990965/TechnologyOnTheRoadPresentation#


Region Rally Report Cntd 
 

Wally's creed for the club is “leave every place you visit better than you found it”.  This prompted us to get involved 
with the Interfaith food bank.  Kia Johnson, from the Santa Clara Unit, made a fabulous “Airstream” quilt to donate as 
a raffle prize.  We raised $1,120 from ticket sales for the food bank.  The Jackson Chamber got involved and kicked 
in over $2700.  New Golden West Unit members, Roger and Roberta Peeples from the Golden West Unit, were 
thrilled with their first rally because they won the coveted quilt and we‟ll probably see them again.  We are proud to 
have helped the Jackson community.   

We hope to return to the Jackson RV Park in the future for another region rally.  All of our units put on great rallies 
and this was certainly among the best, and don‟t forget to visit a rally close to you during this upcoming year.  Our 
attendees make our rallies what they are so we thank you for attending.  If you weren‟t there, you missed a great time 
of fun, fellowship and adventure. 

We now turn our attention to next year‟s region rally at the Bakersfield RV Resort in Bakersfield, hosted by the San 
Joaquin Unit under the leadership of Ross and Linda Bauer October 15 – 22, 2012.  Please mark your calendars and 
we hope to see you there. 

To view more pictures from the region rally please visit Santa Clara‟s Unit photos:  

www.picasaweb.google.com/WBCCI.santaclara 

 

 

 

 

Some Pictures from the Rally 

 

Jim Howard and his new best friend the Flamingo Mascot 

An aerial view of the Rally 
Roger & Roberta Peeples won the Airstream Quilt 



In Memoriam 

 

In Memoriam:  
 

 
It is with great sadness that we have been notified that San Fernando Valley 
CA Unit member Conrad Liberty passed away at approximately 5 pm on Octo-
ber 17, 2011.The family expresses its thanks for all the well wishes and 
prayers and support 

 

 

      

 

It is with heavy hearts that we must inform you of the passing of David Putnam. He attended our rally 
(SKP's) at Paso Robles ,two weeks ago, but could only stay a day as his rig was being repaired. 
Lately he had struggled with the double whammy of diabetes and shingles. He told us on that 
Wednesday that the Doctors were having trouble regulating his diabetes medication. We had been 
trying to reach him since last Thursday, with calls to both cell and home phones and 
messages on his computer, but to no avail, so he probably slipped away previous to 
that time. After having no success reaching him we even called all the hospitals in 
the Fresno area, and were somewhat relieved that he wasn't there, until the phone 
call an hour ago. He was found just 2 days ago when neighbors noticed his cars 
weren't moved, nor had they seen him. He was in bed, so must have just slipped 
away...... We will miss him.  Hugs, Babs and Chuck Stimmel 

Pet Camper 

The Airstream revival is complete. Now, even your little diva can 

feel like canine celebrity when you pull one of these onto the set. A 

great novelty idea from Straight Line Designs, the pet Airstream 

camper is made of aluminum, stainless & fiberglass with dimen-

sions of  41”W x 21”H x 19”D. Sized perfectly for small dogs with 

huge egos.  

http://www.werd.com/3729/pet-camper/  

http://www.werd.com/3729/pet-camper/


 

55th International Rally 

June 28– July 4, 2012 

Sedalia, Missouri 

Mark your calendars for the 2012 International Rally in Sedalia, Missouri. Sedalia is located 30 miles 
south of the Missouri River in Pettis County, Missouri. U.S. Hwy 50 and 65 intersect the city. There are 
lots of interesting things to see and do in and around Sedalia. Kansas City and Branson are both close 
enough for a day trip or a stopover. Sedalia achieved fame as a railroad town and the gateway to the 

west as the Pacific Railroad arrived in Sedalia. 

 
Remember that Missouri  is  the “SHOW ME” state. Please join your fellow Airstreamers and let 

Missouri show us what they have to offer! 

President Barry Heckenswiler and First Lady Lesley have worked very hard to make Sedalia a great 

International Rally. 

Let’s all support our new President and First Lady and plan on attending the 55th International Rally! 

Where will your Friends Meet? 

Sedalia, Missouri! 

Come join us for a fun time! 

 

 

Where Friends  

meet! 

Join Us For 

Fun, Fellowship  

and Adventure! 

WBCCI 55th International 



Region 12 General Meeting 

 

The annual Region 12 General Meeting was held in the Ballroom of the Jackson Rancheria 

Hotel in Jackson, CA.  Ten of our twelve units were represented at the meeting.  Everyone 

was allowed time to speak. 

 

Under Old Business Tom Smithson stressed the importance of the unit’s distributing the 

Denver motion to its members and getting the vote for that motion submitted by every unit. 

 

The following motions were approved: 

 

Region 12 will provide a monetary subsidy toward the cost of the Region 12 Breakfast at 

each International Rally as long as Region 12 net assets remain above $10,000. This 

monetary subsidy shall not exceed the limit of $750.  In addition, the Region will supply 

a breakfast free of charge at each Region 12 Rally as long as Region 12 net assets 

remain above $10,000.  This monetary subsidy shall not exceed $5 per registered 

attendee or $1,000, whichever is lowest. 

A travel allowance for the Region 12 1st Vice President will be established for travel to the 

2012 Mid-Winter Rally and IBT Meeting in Hattiesburg, MS.  All reimbursable 

expenses shall conform to the WBCCI Blue Book Bylaws and Policy, Page 35.2, Policy, 

Financial Disbursements, Paragraph 1, with an amount not to exceed $1,500.  This 

allowance, if passed, would apply to either ground or air transportation.  This 

allowance would be limited to the 2012 Mid-Winter Rally and IBT Meeting in 

Hattiesburg, MS.  If the Region 12 1st Vice President is unable to attend, this money 

will be available for use by the Region 12 2nd Vice President. 

Region 12 Policy #3, Paragraph 1, second sentence, changed “thirty (30) days” for the 

annual meeting agenda, motions and prior year minutes will be sent to all unit 

presidents to “forty-five (45) days or by August 31st, whichever is earlier.” (Note: this 

allows more time for the units to discuss the motions with their members.) 

 The final motion #4 had quite a few housekeeping changes but the main idea of the 

motion was that Region 12 will guarantee the Sponsor (hosting unit) a minimum of 

$1,000 from the rally net income.  If this amount is not achieved, Region 12 will 

subsidize up to a maximum of $1,000 to be disbursed to the Sponsor for its efforts.  The 

Sponsor shall have its rally budget reviewed throughout the planning process by the 

Region President to minimize any possible losses.  If a loss occurs, refer to paragraph 

#8.”  (Note: Paragraph #8 states that a loss will be the responsibility of the region.) 

 

President Bechthold introduced Don Clark, International 1st Vice President and his First 

Lady, Jan Clark, and John Boutwell, International 2nd Vice President.   



Two California Parks to Close Down Permanently 

Posted By RV Business On October 4, 2011 @ 11:38 am In Breaking News | 
No Comments 

With no advance warning, California‟s Palomar Mountain State Park‟s two 
campgrounds were closed to the public Sunday and, according to the park‟s 
superintendent, are not scheduled to reopen because of the state‟s budget 
problems. 

A news release issued Monday (Oct. 3) said “due to severe budget 
restrictions, seasonal service reductions begin Oct. 2, 2011, at two California 
State Parks,” according to a report by the San Diego Union-Tribune. The 
park‟s website says the campgrounds are not scheduled to reopen. 

The release also said the Green Valley Campground and the Granite Springs 
Environmental Campground at Cuyamaca Rancho State Park are now 
closed. However that park‟s website says they will reopen July 1. The Paso 
Picacho Campground at the park will remain open for camping and day use. 

“It‟s been really hard,” Nedra Martinez, the superintendent for both Palomar 
and Cuyamaca Rancho, said Monday evening. 

She said campers Sunday were told they had to leave, and the state‟s 
reservation contractor started calling people last week with the bad news that 
their reservations for the coming fall and spring could not be honored. 

“It‟s just really sad,” Martinez said. “People have been calling me all week 
about the family trips they had planned.” 

Martinez said until recently she thought enough funding had been found to 
keep the Palomar campgrounds open until November and then to reopen 
them in the spring. But the funding fell through. 

In the spring the state announced plans to close 70 parks beginning in the fall 
to cut $11 million in fiscal 2012 and $22 million the following fiscal year. 

 Article printed from RV Business: http://www.rvbusiness.com 

URL to article: http://www.rvbusiness.com/2011/10/two-california-parks-

to-close-down-permanently/ 

Copyright © 2009 RV Business. All rights reserved. 
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REGION 12 OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES   2011-2012 

President - #349 

Judy Bechthold  (Cell) 530-908-0400  

jabkeb@aol.com  (Home) 530-666-5839 

  

1st Vice President - #265  

Joe ten Berge   (Cell) 209-652-2747  

joe.tenberge@gmail.com  (Home) 209-826-1950 

  

2nd Vice President - #7374 

Bob Stansbury   (Cell) 925-200-4229
  

burytone@charter.net  (Home) 775-297-3866 

  

Secretary - #7374 

Marlene Bowman  760-249-5753 

wwbowmans@me.com 

  

Treasurer - #3775 

Kathy Hampel   (Cell) 925-640-0404 

mycashew2001@yahoo.com (Home) 925-292-4444 
   

  

Parliamentarian - #3719   

Hedda Smithson   (Cell) 916-802-0443 

fohedda@macnexus.org   (Home) 916-961-7214 

  

Membership 

  

Caravan Chair - #26071 

Bob Vasser   (Home) 415-479-6142 

bobelv@earthlink.net  

  

Constitution & Bylaws 

 

RV Parks - #1821 

Debbie Sode  (Cell) 925-783-1755 

   (Home) 707-266-1055 

deborahsode@comcast.net   

Blue Beret Contributing Editor - #3798 

Connie Squires  (Cell) 925-922-3367 

   (Home) 925-846-4407 

cartersquires@comcast.net  

  

Newsletter Editor - #6992 

Nancy Harrington (Cell) 925-708-8088 

   (Home) 925-944-1685 
  
scottie148@sbcglobal.net 
 
Web Master 
 
Steve Deiwert 
stevedeiwert@sbcglobal.net 
  

  Legislative Chair Person 

Larry Larsen  (Cell)510-506-2819 

   (Home)925-944-4739 

Lrsntahoe2@aol.com 
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Happy New year! 

No matter what the weather is like outside have fun, fellowship and ad-
venture in your cozy Airstream.  The weather outside may be frightful but 
inside the trailer it is delightful! 


